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\ STANDARDIZATION AND WHAT IT MEANS, i 
In another part of The Etude we give the opinions of different 
ic workers in different parts of the country upon the subject of 
Standardization. This subject has been discussed in The Etude 
during the past quarter of a century. Teachers all seem to be of 
one mind that it would be a^good thing to possess some standard by 
which a teacher's ability might be determined by the general public. 
It is quite remarkable to note how public opinion in such mat- 
becomes crystalized when the great vibrations of a real move- 
t are felt. At the convention of the Music Teachers’ National 
Association held in Cincinnati last December, Willard Patton, of 
Minneapolis, Minn.; Alfred Hallam, of Saratoga Springs, N. Y.; 
James T. Quarles, of Ithaca, New York; Lynn B. Dana, of Warren, 
‘ ; Llewellyn L. Renwick, of Detroit, Michigan, gave an excellent 
mting of some of the work already accomplished. 
Mr. Alfred Hallam struck the keynote of the whole subject 
in the following paragraph: "Whatever is done must embody two 
great principles, simplicity and justice. Simplicity. in construction, 
and justice not only to those of the modern school, the new teachers 
of to-day, but also to those pioneers in the work who, while not 
probably versed in the most modern requirements, have shown by 
results obtained that their teaching has been in all respects satis- 
Any system of standardization that would impose ridiculous 
technical tests upon applicants would defeat the whole purpose of 
the reform. Just what it is that makes one teacher whose playing 
is riddled with technical blunders "turns out” pupils who become 
little short of astonishing in their work is difficult to tell. Deppe, 
for instance, one of the greatest technical innovators of the last 
century, was not a great pianist by any means. Some of the tests 
we have seen suggested would rule out Deppe entirely. What an 
absurdity it would be to admit some clever keyboard manipulator 
not be quite so glib. 
It may thus be seen that the matter of preparing the exami¬ 
nations and conducting them without partiality, innocent or intended, 
a very difficult matter. There is no doubt that the whole matter 
A standardization will remain in an upset condition until it is 
placed upon a National basis. That is, the different State Teachers’ 
Associations will act in cooperation with some National body in the 
preparation of the tests and then the local examinations will be given 
under the control of the State association. This emphasizes the 
necessity for State organizations and represents the desirability of 
membership in such an organization. 
TAKE THE SIMPLEST WAY. ji 
Travelers returning from the Orient often remark that the 
craftsmen seem to take the hardest possible way to accomplish their 
work. Ordinary articles which are no better because they have been 
made by hand are produced after great effort, simply because labor 
is so cheap that in some cases even the machine finds it a triumphant 
competitor. Oriental labor is cheap, because the economic status of 
the laborer is very different from his more fortunate brothers in 
other lands. He can take the most difficult way because conditions 
of life and progress are difficult. 
In the study of music, it often seems to us that students and 
teachers deliberately elect to take the mqst difficult way and pride 
themselves upon doing it. They seek cpefer contrivances and 
W work wildly away at them when the same purpose could be at 
J plished through the simplest means. No offence is meant t 
' gentleman who once wrote us that he had fifty different kinds of 
touch at his command, or the lady who invented an absurd pneu¬ 
matic device for turning music pages by. blowing through a tiny 
gutta-percha tube and producing a miniature tornado, or the well 
meaning teacher who had a huge contrivance for hand shaping and 
finger developing which by means of a two-horse-power motor did 
less than a little lad)^ of nine or ten could accomplish with her coral 
It is very much the same with exercises. Elaborate contrap¬ 
tions remind us of the Japanese water carrier dancing along the side¬ 
walks with huge vessels upon his shoulders and making a great ado 
about his work which might be very much more effectively accom¬ 
plished by an ordinary water hose. The first thing to ask about an 
exercise is', “Does it accomplish a real purpose?” then, "Can that 
purpose be accomplished any more directly by a simpler exercise?” 
It is for this reason that the two-finger exercise, the scale, the ar¬ 
peggio, the chord exercise, the octave exercise, etc., retain their 
supremacy over the more arbitrary exercises in other forms. 
A great economy can be achieved by avoiding unnecessary 
movements. There is an excellent story told of a nervous patient 
who visited the famous Dr. P»rown-Sequard in Paris. She placed 
the thumb of her right hand in the palm of her hand, then placed 
the tips of her fingers in her arm pit. "Look, Doctor,” she exclaimed, 
“If I take my thumb out and then try to put it back while my arm is 
in this position it causes me excruciating pain. Can you cure me?” 
The doctor asked to be excused to reflect upon the case. He went 
to his laboratory and tried the same experiment and found that it 
gave him great pain. Then he returned to his office and told the 
lady that he could give her a prescription that would prevent any 
further trouble' and that his fee would be one hundred francs. The 
story runs that the lady eagerly paid the fee and upon her arrival 
at home found written upon the prescription, "Don’t do it.” 
COMPETITION THAT PAYS. 
"Competition is based upon the fighting instinct,” writes Dr. 
Pyle in his Outlines of Educational Psychology. Competition is the 
basis of battle. Two people want one thing whether it be a colony, 
a diamond belt of prize ring days, a diploma, a blue ribbon, a degree 
or perhaps only the gosamer of applause. Competition implies two 
things, an object and a competitor. Educators are often dubioils 
about the value of competition, fearing that it is merely an artificial 
spur in no sense to be compared with the main purpose sought. 
In music as in all arts where competition may be introduced 
the value of the competition depends almost entirely upon the spirit 
of sportsmanship shown by those striving to win. Sportsmanship 
first of all demands good nature. If the child is good-natured all 
during the struggle for a diploma, a reward card, or a medal, and 
if it has been coached so that it will smile at honest defeat and 
applaud the winner, it knows the true spirit of sportsmanship. If, 
however, it is like some of the good ladies at afternoon bridge 
parties, or those who assemble to compete for the discards of depart¬ 
ment store bargain tables and spend the afternoon glowering at each 
other like so many Catharines de Medici, the competition becomes 
a farce. While the instinct for fight may be universal it remains 
for the teacher to see that the pupil does not come out of the battle 
with a scarred disposition. Much can be accomplished through 
competition if the spirit of conquest is moderated by the fun of the 
frav—good nature. 
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Send for 64-page catalogue, blue book, and historical sketch to WM. H. DANA, R.A.M., President 
Fall Term begins Monday, September 14th, 1914 
The Typewriter Revolutionized Business Methods 
The 
underwood 
Revolutionized the Typewriter 
Every Record For 
Speed-—Accuracy-Stability 
and all records for 
SUPERIORITY AND MECHANICAL SUPREMACY 
are held by the 
UNDERWOOD 
"The Machine You Will Eventually Buy" 
_J 
IVERS & POND 
PIANOS 
A New Small Grand 
Take Every 
Precaution 
^fifig 
J™-'. -V — 
Pond’s 
Vanishing Cream 
HJltm-Quality PIANOS 
flft^^PLAYEK Pianos 
(CONSIDERATION from those 
v>< who demand ultra quality in 
everything is merited by Kranich & 
Bach Pianos and Player Pianos, not 
alone because of their traditional 
greatness, but also because of tangi¬ 
ble, demonstrable, really remarkable 
musical superiority 
which is apparent 
to anyone who will 
investigate and in¬ 
telligently choose 
between real and 
fancied values. 
237 EAST 23rd STREET, - NEW YORK 
| Three Exceptionally UsefuT Booksj 
Bv JAMES FRANCIS "-1 y I  COOKE 
rpHE established success of these publications is,due to their clearness th ■ 
Recently Published 
GREAT PIANISTS ON PIANO PLAYING 
iZB“ieSx^^ 
MASTERING THE SCALES & ARPEGGIOS 
A complete daily practice manual from the firsf . 
^the highest attainment.. * 8tePs to 
EtLt:tar,Ile G°odaon an,??’!",11'8,1’ 
THE STANDARD HISTORY OF MUSIC 
THEO. PRESSER COMPANY - - * Philadelphia p 
vose pianos: vose & SONS PIANO CO.. Boston. Mass. atalogue D and explanatio. 
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THEO. PRESSER COt Philadelphia, Pa. . V«£p7s” 
Most Universally Adopted Educational Music W irks 
Soected “Czerny'1 Studies Standard Graded Course of 
Studies for the Pianoforte PHHJFPSjECIi 
.. 
mmBf- :fz 
....‘Sitfs SmS;"'' 
Cheapest and Best Anthem 
CouecttonsJEver Published Roots Technic Mastering thi: 
.,, Smiband Awemhos 
dHiINNI k > BOOK NCHOOl oh Till PIANOFORTE COLLECTIONS' IF Piano Music 
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MILITARY MARCH 
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INTRODICTORV SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
Three Issue for Z5 Cents 
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